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"Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

I am pleased to hand over to you today a check of 15,000 euros, which is the endowment of the 

2009 French Republic Human Rights Prize “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”.   

 

This prize was awarded to your organization by the French National Consultative Commission 

for Human Rights, among more than 150 projects from all over the world. It was handed over to 

you on December 10, 2009 by the Minister of Foreign and European Affairs Bernard Kouchner 

during a ceremony in Paris on the occasion of the 61th anniversary of the Universal Declaration 

on Human Rights. 

 

As the Minister recalled on this occasion: “educating and training new generations of human 

rights defenders, anchoring in everyone the sense of the universal, triggering commitment, this is 

our struggle, a struggle of the French diplomacy, among others. I don’t know any higher one.” 

 

This endowment should allow you to finance a major project that you have entitled “national 

campaign for the defence of civil liberties and human rights and for the restoration of national 

unity in Palestine,” which aims to rebuild Palestinian national unity by widening the space for 

expression of civil society. 

   

France is pleased to support, through this project, the work of your organization in order to 

strengthen the Palestinian civil society, based on principles of democracy, social justice and 

sustainable development.  

 

Supporting civil society is indeed one of the top priorities of our cooperation with the Palestinian 

Territories. Concretely, this support represents more than 4 million euros per year, through the 

Cooperation Section of the Consulate General or the French Agency for Development.  

 

With these programs, we support either French NGOs working in the Palestinian territories in 

partnership with Palestinian NGOs, or directly Palestinian NGOs, through the Social Fund for 

Development or the Palestinian NGOs Development Center (NDC), which I believe your 

organization is a member. 

 

Your project is particularly interesting as it aims, through the involvement of the Palestinian civil 

society, at promoting inter-Palestinian reconciliation and the restoration of unity between 

Gaza and the West Bank. France believe this objective is crucial : that's why we are funding 

and implementing several development projects in Gaza (as, for example, the rehabilitation of 

Al-Quds hospital or the construction of a water treatment plant in Beit Lahiya or the support of 

fishermen), and that’s why we find it very important to be present there for the inhabitants of 

Gaza, through our French Cultural Centre.  

 

I wish you all the success in the implementation of your project, in order to achieve this objective 

we all share, that is the recovering of the unity of the Palestinian Territories, which we believe is 

a prerequisite for any lasting peace. Thank you”.  

 

 


